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The picture on the right 
is from Karakuri 
Cmechanism'), the first 
story | submitted to 
Weekly Shonen Jump. 
Karakuri won the Hop 
Step Award for new 
manga artists, which 
allowed me to get 
picked up by my current 
editor and helped me 
begin my journey down 
the road of a manga 
artist. It’s a manga 
that brings back a lot 
of memories for me. 
But, man, the hero sure 
does have intensely 
terrifying eyes. 


The picture on the right 
is another one from the 
first manga | published 
in Weekly Shonen 
Jump...that's right, 
Karakuri! But when the 
reader polls came in, its 
popularity was rock 
bottom! Still, this 
manga also brings back 
а lot of memories for 
me. 
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The Kakashi That Might Have Been 


The Rejected Outline for 
the Second Chapter 


My original plan for Kakashi’s first appearance was to have him show up in the 
second chapter of Naruto (see page #61). He was meant to Бе a cool, affected, 
upper-level ninja who ended sentences (in the original Japanese) with the very 
polite “de gozaru” verb form. This was going to be before Sakura and Sasuke had 
been introduced. Kakashi would suddenly appear on the scene as Naruto’s 
teacher. This idea was discarded after a discussion with my editor at Weekly 
Shonen Jump.As an outgrowth of things we discussed together І was able to 
flesh out Kakashi, Sasuke, and Sakura into the characters they are today. 
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AN ANECDOTE by Masashi Kishimoto 


Coming from the country. І grew up surrounded by the beauties of 
nature, trees, plants, and open ground. So moving to Tokyo was quite 
а shock. There was hardly а plant оғ a natural setting to be found. | 
had to do something to create the country atmosphere and keep 
myself from feeling homesick. Something that would soothe me 
enough that | could concentrate on creating good manga. So І decid- 
ed to buy а houseplant for my desk. 

Kishimoto: “From now on, you're my partner!” 

| even gave my plant a name: Ukki-kun, as in “Mr. Ukki:" 

око: "Well, Ukki, you look very shiny and green 


“Today I'm going to give you an excellent 
orous growth!” 

We were a super-team. 

Assistant A: "What is this, Mr Kishimoto? How did your 

plant get all dried out?” 

око: "What are you saying?! | gave Ukki the best 


Assistant А: "You mean this? This fertilizer is 
concentrated, so you need to dilute it a lot. Oh no! You 
mean you didn’t dilute it?!” 
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One day І got а phone call from а 
relative of mine and got seriously 
chewed out. Why? The reason was 
the art І drew of myself in volume 
one. My aunt saw the picture of те 
eating ramen, and said Че he only 
eating ramen again?! Every time you 
| came over to my house, you 

уз ж зр demanded instant noodles instead of 
一 the home-cooked meal | had ready 
for you! You'd better be getting your vegetables!” Don't 
worry, auntie—I дит eating my vegetables. (Р.Ф. They 
just came out with instant noodles in “Cheese Curry 
Flavor." It's really tasty.) 


Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
‘Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
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THE STORY SC FAR.. 


Twelve years ago, a giant fox demon attacked 
the ninja village of Konohagakure, until the 
Hokage, the village champion, managed to 
defeat it by sealing its soul into the body of a 
baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, 
has grown up and become a ninja-in-training, 
like his classmates Sasuke and Sakura. Forced 
to work as a team, the three ninjas received 
a strange assignment: steal a bell from the 
belt of their teacher Kakashi. But they 
failed...and now Kakashi has told them 
to give up their hopes of ever being ninja! 
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ТНЕ МАКІМС ОҒ МАКОТО: 
KONOHAMARU & EBISU 

These were my first sketches of Konohamaru and his teacher, Ebisu 
(see Naruto Vol. 1). 1 remember really struggling with 
Konohamaru's design. He was supposed to be a little punk, smaller 
than Naruto, but he kept coming out looking like Naruto no matter 
what І tried. tried drawing a big-eyed kid, but this didn't work 
either. It always turned out like а face I'd seen somewhere before. 
Eventually, І drew an angry-locking face with small eyes, and some- 
how І knew I'd found it! 


Ат that point | decided that Ebisu would look like the sketch above. 
l like Ebisu's design because he's like me, somehow... 
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COUNTRESIYET HE VILLAGES DO NOT ANSWER TO THE RULERS OF THEIRNATIVE COUNTRIES INSTEAD, 
THEY ARE ONAN EQUAL FOOTING WITH THE GOVERNMENT, N THE CASE OF VERY SMALL ISLAND NATIONS WHERE 
AN INVASION WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO MOUNT, АТАНА VILLAGE IS REGARDED AS UNNECESSARY 


ANONG THE ВО МА VILLAGES, IN PARTICULAR, THOSE LOCATED IN THE LANDS OF KONOHA, KR, 
ХО, SUNA AND MAARE LARGE -AND THEIR STRENGTH ISIMIENSE, THOSE ARE CALLED THE FVE 
GREAT LANDS OF SHNOB. THEY ARE ALSO THE ONLY PLACES WHERE THE SHINOBI 
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IRUKA & MIZUKI 

These were my first sketches of Iruka and Mizuki (see Naruto 
Vol. 1). In the final version, Mizuki's bangs are parted in the center, 
but otherwise he’s pretty much the same. Iruka used to have а 
more evil look around his eyes, and sharper cheekbones, but І 
made him more relaxed and younger-looking. 


One more thing. When | was originally planning who Iruka and 
Mizuki's teacher was going to be, І decided on the next teachers 
name at the same time. If you look in the bottom right corner, you 
сап see some of the names І considered: Kakashi (“scarecrow”), 
Kuwa ("пое"), Kama (“scythe”), Botan ("реопу" or “button”) and 
Enoki (a Chinese nettle tree). Looking back at it, though, I'm really 


glad | used “Kakashi.” 


AR 


т 
мошо 
SEEM 


MY 
REPUTATION 


нае 
PRECEDED 
МЕ. 


ТОА 
кімо 
OF 
“KILLING 
SPREE", 


STUDENTS WHO'D 
BEEN FRIENDS, 
EATING FROM 
THE SAME DISH, 


SHARED SACH 
OTHERS 

EVERY HOPE 

LanooReam. 


were 
FORCED 


TO ENACT A 
SWEEPING 


WHAT 
АВЕ YOU 
TALKING 


„BUTCHERED 
HONORED 
OFA 
memBere 
SETAT uam. 
YEARS 
СЕДНА INE 
CLASS. 


2 Ж 
2% AUCH! 


== 


ЛЕ 


тл»: E TA 
4". __ 


SPELL WASNT MEANT NE 


ява 
њива 
інен 
жшж Е 
OK Kb 
БЕЗ 


MAKE-OUT PARADISE 


Tve gotten a number of letters asking me to tell more about 
Make-Out Paradise, the books Kakashi always reading. 
Therefore, I've decided to write a little bit about 


Make-Out Paradise (a three-volume series) is Kakashi's 
favorite reading material! The plot involves 


Umm.. .unfortunately, even though Naruto is “recom- 
mended for ages 13 and up” it’s not quite “adult” enough to 
explain the story of Make-Out Paradise. Sorry! But І will 
say that if Kakashi gets his wish, Make-Out Paradise Vol. І 
may yet be published in English! 
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SKILL,” BUT RIGHT 
NOW YOU CAN'T 
EVEN MOVE. 


Im 
өсім 


то 
INCREASE 
Your 
TRAINING 
SCHEDULE! 


„NARUTO... 
WELL, НЕ 
SEEMSA 

LOT MORE 

GROWN-UP 
THAN HE 
USED TO, 

вит. 


EVEN IF 
ZABUZA IS ALIVE, 
САМ THE SKILLS 1 
TEACH YOU Now 
WILL BE AN 
INTERIM 
THING ONLY, 
TO Toe u> 
OVER UNTIL | 
RECOVER 
ENOUGH TO 


‘Some TIME 


BEFORE THEIR АМ 
EXCELLENT | 
BODY RETURNS. EXCELLEN 
‘STATE OF 
HEALTH ANO 
READINESS, 


ІМ ше 
S 


ea 
МЕ on И 
“а 


HERO’? 
YOURE 
Duma! 


вит (1 TRY 
TO KEEP 
IT леге! 
TRY TOFINO 
SOME STORAGE 
INFORMATION 
SOMEWHERE 
IN THAT SHINY, 
SMOOTH BRAIN 
OF YOURS. 


TOGETHER amoo ORADE а 
бач леныя ЕЗ АКЕ бт 
FORMS ОР гале” | FROMEACH «IT SIMPLEX THE 
ENERGY ARE ACQUIREDOVER АМ ee 
а паса? „Nonne, THA Asme | mice 
Е постват meaner ева 
cas кобнама. сыта TCFERFORM 
en Я 
жебелер | МОО 


IN EFFECT, ALL THE ARTS AND 
TECHNIQUES OF THE SHINOBI ARE 
‘BORN ОР A COMBINATION OF 
THOSE 2 ENERGIES, BROUGHT 
FORTH FROMTHE BODY AND 
THE SPRUT-IN HAT IS CALLED 
AMPA TINE, THE. 
CHAKRAS -AND FOCUSED 
IN THE MISTIC 
PROCESS 
РИ AE 
WENING THE 
SNES 


геомт. 
DO SO WELL 
WITHLONG 
EXPLANATIONS, 
BUT IF YOU 
COULD JUST 
SHOW ME, 
mY BODY 
CAN LEARN ITH! 


REFERS TO 
SUMMONING as 
PHYSICAL SAKURA 
ANC MENTAL, SAID, 
ENERGIES AND MANIPULATION 
БА 


111 ў 
ТЕ ЈЕ 
га 
$ 


pistes 


WILL THE | 
Jerrectiveness 
OF YOUR 
MANEUVER BE 


BLUNDER SO 
BADLY THE 
SPELL MAY 

NOT ос 
RELEASED 
АТ ALL, 
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We're in the third volume oF 
Naruto. | feel like I've developed a 
lot working on this title, but І still 
have a long way to go. My heart 
and body are still weak! І must 
devote a mountain of training to 
my work on Naruto! І want еуегу- 
2 оне to join те and share in the 
EERE excitement of Naruto! 


Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
‘Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Кагаки! jechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on ¡onal Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 


JUMP COMICS 22? 


THE STORY SO FAR 
Naruto, Sasuke and Sakura are a team of 


apprentice ninjas from the ninja village of 
Konohagakure. On their first big mission, they 
(and their trainer 
Kakashi) found themselves bodyguarding the 
bridgebuilder Tazuna on his way back home to 
the Land of the Waves. But Tazuna hadn't 
revealed that he was the target of professional 
hitmen, hired by the evil millionaire Gato to 
keep him from finishing his bridge! In a 
desperate fight, the four ninja were able to 
defeat the assassin Zabuza—but a mysterious 
masked ninja stole Zabuza's body before the 
heroes realized he wasn't dead. Now, assas- 
sins and bodyguards are both preparing for a 
rematch... 
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GATS 9 сінаў 


NU ый 
NUMBER 1 
NUMBER 


момве 


NUMBE 


NUMBE 
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THE EMBLEM OF COURAGE 


THE LAND THAT HAD 


А MEETING IN THE FOR. 


THE ENEMIES RETURN 
AMBUSH TIMES TWO! 
SPEED! 
OUR DREAMS 
AN Deva 


NIN GS 


AsPECT 
OF EVERY, 
JUTSU АМО 
TECHNIQUE 
YOULL EVER 
‘APPLY. 


THe туге 


талау 
OPTREE. THE MOST 


CLIMBING we 

ARE DOING РЕ 
HERE REQUIRES ee 
THE MOST FINE wasn 
AND DELICATE ТЕ 


APPLICATION 
ОР CHAKRA 
ENERGY 
IMAGINABLE, 


COMMAND: 


ESPECIALLY 
BECAUSE THE 
BOTTOM OF 
THE FOOT IS 
AN AREA WHERE 
ITISAOST 
DIFFICULT TO 
MANIPULATE 
ONE'S ENERGIES J 


— IE YOU CAN! 
MASTER THE 
CONTROL 
NEEDED 
FOR THIS 
SKILL, NO 


JUTSU № 
зло N 
вана 

BEYOND YOU. у 


IN THEORY дан 


me 


SECONDARY 
<езестуе 
1810 BUILD 


N UP ENOUGH 
RS ‘STAMINA 
ous NECESSARY 
то COMPLETE 
YOUR TASK 
ONCE THE 
CHAKRA HAS 
BEEN 


THE TIME YOU 2 IN BATTLE, 
NEED ТО JUST CIRCUMSTANCES 
STAND AROUND 7 ARE CONSTANTLY 
TRYING TO SUMMON ыш ыы ANDA 
АМО CONTROL В (тегов 


YOUROWNPOWERS ДИ ТО MANIPULATE 
ISA LUXURY YOU АМО MAINTAIN 
HIS CHAKRAS 
ON THE FLY, 
IFHEEVERHOPES 


TOPREMAIL, 


YOULL so 
ALSO BE write 
MASTERING YOURE 
SKILLS. CLIMBING 
THAT WILL Hose 
PROBABLY тера 
SAVE YOUR р 


TALK. 
IT'S Time 


|) INCREDIBLE!! 
YOU GO, SAKURA! 
|) THAT'S MY GIRL!!! 


<. SAKURA IS 
PROBABLY 
THE ONE 

cLosest то 

OVERTAKING 


WELL... 
UNDER- 
STANDING 
THE USE 
OF ONE'S 
CHAKRAS ANO 
MANIPULATE! 
THEM, 
SUCCESSFULLY. 


ANDTHE 
FINEST 
HOPE OF CLAN 
UCHIHA. 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TOO 
IMPRESSIVE, 


NOTHING 
ТО SAY 


FOR 
YOURSELF? 


PARE 


А boy who is ав isolated 
and lonely as Naruto. 


CHARACTER 
DESIGNS 


This was the original design for the character 
of Sasuke. les hardly changed at all over time. 


The main difference is the absence of the tal- 
isman he were around his neck. In general, 
wherever І come up with а new character, 
my initial impulse is so use as much line and 
ornamentation as possible until the visual 
concept is in danger of becoming lost amid 
the busy little details. 


This в especially true of principal characters. 
1 get so caught up in what I'm doing wich 
them, I make things much too difficule for 
myself; until 1 finally have the sense to step 
back and ask myself, "Am І really going to be 
able то draw such a fussy, complicated char- 
acter over and over panel after panel. and 
issue after issue, week in and week out 


There was far too much going on visually with Sasuke, and too many lines 
overall, so І simplified him into a good, basic contrast to Naruto's visual 


image. 


Sasuke із а particular challenge for me to draw even now, because he is 
а young and rather pretty boy, but if I'm not careful he loses his youthful 
quality and І end up drawing him like a much older boy or а grown man. 
I've never had a character like him in one of my comics before—that kind 
of boy on the cusp of manhood, who's somehow mature and handsome 


beyond his years. 


Keeping the visual consistently right makes him the character who takes 


the most work and energy from me. Maybe that’s why he's become 


favorite character. 


ORED 
К 


ај 


ALL 

ALONE 
АМО. 

LONESOME? 


TRAINING, 


WHAT'S 
WRONG, 
GIICHI? 


COULD ALL 
LOSE EVERYTHING! 


WHEN IT'S) 


IT FINISHED, IT те 
WILL BRING TRADE RYT ре 
Ane commerce MERI THING LONE: 
АМО AFFLUENCE en 
TO US, AND PUT WORKING ae 
OUR POOR, TOWARD, т 
UTTLELANDOF FOR OUR 


THE WAVES, || ENTIRE CITY. 


Ме ам 
SS 


TALKING 
ABOUT 


) STOP 
4 THIEF! 


WHY THE 
BRIDGE 


WE ARE 
BUILDING 


1550 
ESSENTIAL! 


SASUKE. 
NARUTO. 


= 
> з 


( мове, GE 


20 PLEASE! 


SOMEONE'S 
FACE 


is 
COMPLETELY 
GONE. 


IS THAT 
DELIBERATE? 


„BUT 
INARI 
CHANGED... 


+20: 
шоу. ЕЈ 


OUR PEOPLE - 
AND ESPECIALLY 
LITTLE INARI - 
WERE ROBBED 
OF THE VERY 
МЕАММБ OF 
COURAGE... 


| 


NOT ANY 
MORE! 


THAT'S ту 
POOCHIE! 


1 ae 
— > 
/ 


Se: 
ЕБ) М! 
СЫЗ 


„АМО 
PROTECT 
ITWITH 
АЦ. ТНЕ 
STRENGTH 
YOUVE GCT 
EVEN AT 
THE RISK 
OF YOUR 
OWN LIFE! 


Е 
SOMETHING 


WHAT IT MAY E 


COST YOU, PRECIOUS 
панама TO 
IN THERE Коти 


IFrouoo 
IF YOU DIE IN THE 
ATTEMPT АТ LEAST 
THE WORLD WILL 
GE LEET WITHTHE 
PROOF THAT А 
MAN WORTH 
LIVING HAD 


ж-е Е: == 
Кыл У 


= 


- 


THAT раў, 


ADMIRATION 
FOR КАША 

GREW AND 
GREW. 


SEEK HIS 
FORTUNE, 


IT PROBABLY HAD SOMETHING, 
ТО DO WITH INARI'S REAL FATHER 
HAVING DIED BEFORE THE BOY 
WAS OLD ENOUGH TO REMEMBER, 
HIM, BUT EVEN SO... THAT BOY STUCK 
ТО KAIZA LIKE WHITE ON RICE. 
THEY WERE ALWAYS 
TOGETHER, 
LIKE ANY OTHER, 
FATHER AND SON. 


го TERRIBLE! 

KAIZA, THE паме 
БО HEAVY IT'S 
OVERFLOWED 

THE RIVERBANKS 
AND FORCED 
OPEN ALL OF 
THE LOCKS!! 


THE KINO 
ОР MAN 
THIS TOWN 
NEEDS 
MORE OF! 


WILL GET... 
AND 
SECTORDIS 
RUNNING 
OUT OF TIME! 


(Е 


BECAUSE 
HE LOVES 
THE CITY 
WHERE HIS 
LITTLE BOY 
LIVES! 


Z МЕР) 


PULL 
BIERIONE, res 
Al Малаві 


PENALTY FORALL HIS 
‘CRIMES 12 SEAT. 


TONGE. 


„ЛО ENSURE THAT 
SUCH AN AWFUL 
THINGWILL NEVER 
DISTURB ANY OF US, 
EVER AGAIN! 


сту. 


HAS 
CHANGED, 
ANGED, CHANGED. 


> а 


HERO"? 
YOURE 


- 


«А PAN 


ever since 
YOU TOL US 
THAT STORY 
HE'S BEEN IN 
THE TREES, 
мо TRAINING 
DR ALL ALONE, 
TANISHTAFTER, 
NIGHT... 


Naruto's! 
A GOOFY 
KIC. 
BUT HE'S 
ALSOA 
вац 
FLEOGED, 


STAYED OUT 
ALL NIGHT 


| HOPE HE'S 
ALL RIGHT 
ms noT GOOD 
FOR A BOY TO 
SFENCNIGHT 
AFTER NIGHT 
ALONE 
OUTSIDE! 


NN 


HIS CHAKRA, 
HE COULD KILL 
HIMSELF... АМО. 
BE LYING DEAD 
SOMEWHERE 
RIGHT мом, 


15 


т 
PossieLe.. 
ти Соло 
ае 
ое най 
KILLED. 
HIMSELF? 


YOU'LL CATCH 


war 
ARE 
you 

TRAINING 


BISET 
AT THE 
MOMENT | 
KIND OF 
Have ТО 
PROVEA 
POINT. 
TOA CERTAIN 
атая THE PEOPLE 
ИМО WHO USED 
TO TREAT 
MELKE DIRT 
WILL RAVE 
TESA 
Hee THe 
NUMBER 


ONE NINJA"! 


ANYONE 
SPECIAL 
IN YOUR 

LIFE? 


ор 
you 
SEE? 


LOOKIT 


Ў іне 
| FALLS 
FROM А 


тмсел Ñ = 
TOO MUCH, ESA 
' СА 


е) | 
< = N 


uzumaki 
NARUTO, 


IT LOOKS ике 3 
m ALMO: 


LOCKING 
LIKE 


SOMETHING 


NARUTO, 
SASUKE, 


BUT 
CONSTRUCTION 
ISALMOST 
COMPLETE! 


YOU'RE ALWAYS 
CLOWNING AROUND 
AND HAVING РИМ. 
YOU DON'T KNOW 
ATHING ABOUT 
SUFFERING OR 
LONELINESS OR 
WHAT MY LIFE 
ISLIKE! 


NARUTO! 
YOU 


YOU KNOW, 
NARUTO'SKIND 
OF A BRAT BUT 
HE WASNT 
TRYING 
TOBE MEAN 
ORHATEFUL... 


Aven ACTUALLY, 
ды тне тв ТЕ WITHOUT 
те IVE KNOWN HIM, ANY PARENTS. 
4 IVE NEVER SEEN J tres HE DOESNT 
ALWAYS. атат ше, REMEMBER 
TROUBLES PAINFUL’ EITHER ONE 
AS AN EXCUSE MEMORY. OF THEM. 
ТО SULK OR ве ФЕНА A 
A COWARD. A “злее 
NOT ONCE. ` Ф) мее 


тр 
товене 
== 
Ре 
лота 
ports 
Ақа 
ЖОБО 
потат Д 
КУ 


1 THINK 
ONE DAY 
HE MUST 

Have Just 
‘GOTTEN 

FEDUP 
WITH 
CRNNG. 


мало 
PROBABLY 
UNDERSTANDS 


SOLANO, 
KNOWS HOW 
YOUFEEL 


ў BETTER THAN 


ANY OF 
THERE! 


WHATIT 
MEANS TO 
ве STRONG. 
HE KNOWS 
Wear IT 
COSTSAND 
WHAT IT'S 4 
Worn 


Яў, ZABUZA, 
и A PAY 


7 = 
б: 46 ~ ATTENTION! 
DS Ру =! 
rE > ` 


ME (+. 
BEHIND! 


MAN WE 
MET..HIS 


"HIDING IN 

THE MIST” 

TECHNIQUE... 
ISNT ITF 


воз (озы 
ETS 


15: 
PLAYING 


нен. 


БЕ 
GRATEFUL 
то 


ВАВУ! 


COULD |... 


BE STRONG TOO... 


„DADDY?! 


нен-нен.. 


LAND 
TREES WITH 
FRESH CEEP 
SLASHES IN 
THEIR BAFE, 
GOING IN THE 
арка 
YOUR HOUSE. 
NT TOO HARO 
TO FIGURE OUT. 
1 GOT WORRIED. 


ЕАМ 
EXCELLENT, 
(STUDENT: 
дд 


Gi 


TRZUNA. 
TAKE THAT 


с), Seno 
РУМ эту aose! 


ја 
phe = 


you 
PROBABLY 
WON'T 
LEAvE 
дете KILL YOU, 
WILL ват. 
your. 


rê Lale 
THE 
GROUND- 
WORK 
FOR TWO 
ATTACKS. 


WHICH 
LEAVES 


JOU ONLY THERES 
ONE HAND т 
FREE TO SFLASHED ALL 
гет AROUND US. 
YOURSELF 
ROMA TY SECONDLY, IVE 
ATTACKS! TRAPPED ONE 


OF YOURHANDS, 
WITH PARRYING, 
THIS моме. А. 


ШШ 


де 


CLP 
AN 


б. 


NTA A Ая — Ж 
SECRET Фи. 
Ja Tor т 


DA an 


DO 
WITH THESE ZZ 


SPEED! 


HARUNO SAKURA EARLY 
CHARACTER 
DESIGNS 


This was how | first imagined 
Sakura. Let's face it...she'’s 
really not that сше, is she? 
Especially back then! But that 
was mostly because Im not 
that good with female charac- 
ters in general, so making one 
of them cute Is always а big 
challenge for те. 


When my editor, these around 
me,and even my own staff saw 
this design and read her per- 
sonality profile, they ай 
assured me that Sakura was 
“far from cute"! Heh-heh. 


But І have my own reasons for being 
especially fond of Sakura, both in how 
she's designed, and in her personality. | 
believe everyone possesses an “Inner 
Sakura” type voice in their heart, includ- 
ing things like her entirely arbitrary 
choice of love object.| think it gives her a 
real humanity that’s pretty sweet. 


There's a lot more to beinga good female 
manga character than just cuteness, you 
know....At least, that’s my excuse. The 
troublemakers and the curmudgeons | 
can draw without breaking a sweat... but 
girls are really hard! 


25: BOR lr 


FOR YOUR DREAMS...!! 


YOU KNOW 
HOW THE 

STORY GOES. 

THINGS LOOK 


BLEAK... 
TILL THE 


so You 
WANT ME 
TO KEEP MY 
HANDS OFF 
HIM EH, 
Hau? 


ТЕРЕ ЖЕ тт, 
7 ди он, Еме" 
Nod WENT 
THROUGH 
HELL то 
RESCUE You, 
AND THIS IS. 


HELP NARUTO 
АМО SASUKE, 
MR. TAZUNA 
WILL ВЕ. 
соте етеу Jg 
EXPOSED. 


(mam 
WITH HIS WATER] 


ха 


КОЛЕЊЕ 


РАЯТ OF THE 
ARTOF 
TELEFORTATION, 
AND THE ONLY 
TOOL | NEED 


imove so Ў, TO PERFORM 
SILA Iris THE 
THE FAIR MIRRORS THAT 
OF YOU. HOLO MY 
MIGHT AS Image. 
WELL BE Ë 
STANDING 


‘STILL! 


| never 
IMAGINED 

THAT ANYONE! 
COULD 
MASTER 
БОСНА 

TECHNIQUE 
AT SO YOUNG| 


SOME OF 
THEMOST 
exTRAOROWNaR | 
TECHNIGUES 


GENERATION 
‘SOLELY ON 
THATBASIS, 


RUNNING. 
THROUGH THE 
BLOODLINES 
OF THOSE OF 


THE PUREST 
SHINOBI 
PEDIGREE, 


PRECISELY... 
ITS OF THE 
SAME ORDER 
OF SKILL AS my 
SHARINGAN 
MIRROR EYE... 


ISA 
чехів 
OF 


Our 
CESTINIES. 


.. TO PROTECT 
THE ONE | CARE 
ABOUT MOST... 
TO FIGHT, KILL, 
OR DIE TO FULFILL 
THAT PERSON'S 
CREAMS. 


AND TAKE 
АНИМАМ 


HAVENT YET 
DEVELOPED THE 
PSICHOLOGICAL 


一 
You окт LIVE 
WITH OEATH, 
OR GROW 
UP NEEDING 
то KILL TO 
ENSURE YOUR 
OWN SURVIVAL. 
In You THOSE 
SKILLS 一 AND 
THE MINOSET 
[THEY REQUIRE 


THAT BOY 


козе 
Де ee 


KINDOF 
EMOTIONAL 
\ 27 | ANGUISH THAT| 
N PREPARES 
HIM TO ВЕ 
А TRUE 
SHINOBI. 


BEBORNOFA 
A PLACE LIKE 
YOUR VILLAGE, 
APLACE OF 
WEAKNESS... 
OF PEACE. 


YOU CAN 
SNEERALL you 
WANT ABOUT MY 
"LACK OF FINESSE," 
ZABUZA.. 
IT DOESN'T CHANGE 
THE FACT THAT 
YOU'RE AFRAID OF 
THE SHARINGAN. 
AND OF ME. 


you 
AND зной С Feet | 

NOONE "PRIVILEGED. 

WILL ever Ae 
завіт ELSE таз 

THRICE! | EVERLIVED 

Е ТО SEE THE 

SHARINGAN 


A SECOND 


HEH HEH.. 
ву ALL MEANS, 
DEFEAT Me, 
ТЕ YOU CAN. 
YOU STILL 
WON'T HAVE 
WHAT IT 
TAKES то, 
KILL НАК 


„МЕ 
ВЕАТЕМ 
HIS 
FIGHTING 
SKILLS 
INTO 


WITHIN HIM THE 
FORMIDABLE 
LEGACY OF 
AN INHERITED 
KEKKEI GENKAI! 


HE'SLOST 
ALL REGARD 
FORHIS 
OWN LIFE AND 
BECOME 
коме 
MACHINE... 
ATRUE 
ЕТЕ 


UNTHINK- 
ABLE 
ADVERSITY, 
НЕ НАБ 
ALWAYS 
PREVAILED! 


~ ENTIRELY 
UNLIKE 
THE SCRAPS 
OF TRASH 
THAT 
FOLLOW 
AT YOUR 


THUS, | HAVE 


FORGED. 


AND CARRY 
WITHME А 
WEAPON OF 
MATCHLESS 


QUALITY 


AND SKILL... 


IS THERE ` 
ANYTHING 
DULLER 


THAN 
LISTENING 


WE BEEN 
DYING TO 
STEALIT. 


умом 
HAVE А 
THORGUGH 
UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF THE 
ARCANE 
WORKINGS 
OF YOUR 
MIRROR EYE. Д 


HIDING NEARBY, = H OUR PREVIOUS 


OBSERVED ANG ВИЖ, BATTLE THAN 
Suben cues ране THE APPARENTLY 
ASPECT OF OUR АГАТО 


FIGHT, FROM DEFEAT | 
BEGINNING PERMITTED YOU 


EXTREMELY 
INTELLIGENT, 
FOR HIM, TO SEE A 
TECHNIQUE IS 
TO ANALYZE 
AND UNDERSTAND 
IT. AND WITH THAT 
INDERSTANDING, 
HE CAN DEVELOP, 

ЕРРЕСТМЕ / 
COUNTER: 


WERE BOTH WOUNDED, BUT WE 
HAVE TO SUCK IT UP AND GOON. 
WELL BE FINE ASLONG ASHE 
DOESNT KILL ONE OF ЏОН THERE 
MUST BE ALIMIT TO HIS CHAKRA, 


HIS ATTACKS HAVE BEEN 


GETTING WEAKER! 


SAKURA! ИМ 
COUNTING 
Oni you TO 
PROTECT 

MR. TAZUNA!!! 


THE ARIS 
CRACKLING 
WITH HIS 
ENERGY, 
ма. TAZUNA! 


WHERE THE © 
HELLIS THIS 


FRONT ОЕ, 
RAEE! 
wg THIS FOS 15, тое 
ZAZBUZAZ THICK RORSTHE 
WONT/BET HIDING IN| THE 
ABLESTOFSEE MIST ES 
ANYTHING > TECHNIQUE! 
THROUGH IT. Zee 
е шо 
Ју > р 
[ча р 
> 
С. 


youve 
OVERESTIMATED 
THE 
VALUE OF 
your 


SHARINGAN. 


BUT YOUVE 
TURNED OUT 
TOBEA 
FALSE 
PROPHET 
AFTERALL, 


you 
PRETEND: 
IT ENABLES 
YOUTO 
PENETRATE 
ALL. YET... 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, YOUR 
PRECIOUS 
SHARINGAN IS 
JUST AN 
ELABORATE HOAX, 
A CONFIDENCE 
TRICK YOU PLAY 
INORDER TO 
PSYCH OUT YOUR, 
‘OPPONENTS, 


NEITHER 
READ 
my 
MIND 
NOR 
THE 
FUTURE. 


3 


PRANCING 
AROUND 
ACTING 
LIKE YOU САМ 
SEE THE 
FUTURE! 


USING THOSE 
‘SKILLS IN 
CONCERT, YOU 
ARE ABLE TO 
CREATE YOUR 
ILLUSIONS 
THROUGH A 
COMBINATION 


TO THOUGHTS, 
TO THE SKILLS. 


мове 
PRECISELY, 
ІТ COMBINES 
CLARITY OF 
PERCEPTION AND 
INSIGHT ON YOUR 
OWN FART WITH 
THE ABILITY 
TO ALL BUT 
HYPNOTIZE 
THOSE AROUND 


уои ANALYZE У 
MY SUPERFICIAL 
MOVEMENTS, 
СОРУТНЕМ АМ ў 
USE THE RAPIDITY 
OF THE 
TURNAROUND TO f: 
INDUCEFEAR ДА 


Im THE. YOURE 
GENUINE A 
ARTICLE. 
NO MERE 
COPYCAT IMITATION. 
ONCE YOU'RE Senos 
CERTAIN YOU Pe 
NER SIAR 
WHATS GONG ON AGAINST ME, 
INI MY HEART AND 
MIND YOU CALCULATE 
JUST WHAT ТО SAY 
TO BEND My MIND 
TO YOUR 
Wit AN 
Е YOU CALCULATE 
WHEN МУ 
INSECURITIES 
HAVE REACHED A 
FEVER PITCH, 
AND THEN YOU 
LAY YOUR TRAP, 


„АМО a) и he YOU USE VISUAL 
THEN “7 x HYPNOSIS ТО 
ALL YOU TRICK ME INTO 
HAVE 2 Ж” SIGNALLING 
TODO IS | WHAT TECHNIQUE ILL 
MIMIC IT! J- USE AND HOW 
А ҮШ BE USING IT. 


1AM 
TRAINED 
IN SILENT 
KILLING. 
MY GENIUS 
LIES 
IN THE 
ABILITY 
то HUNT ву 
SOUND 
ALONE! 


с: 
Асет: 
WOW Ri 


се 
SPEEL 
TOCA 

OWN MOVES. 


REAL NARUTO 


ESPECIALLY 
SINCE, 


ТОА 
CERTAN 
EXTENT, 
YOU САМ 


YOUR 
ABILITY 
TO READ МУ 
MOVEMENTS 
HAS BEEN 
BLUNTED! 


N 
„EVEN 


WITHYOUR 
IMPRESSIVE 
EYE AND THE 
FORMIDABLE 
POWERS YOU 

WIELO WITH IT». 


DON'T 
WORRY, наки 
SHOULD BE 
FINISHING 
OFF THOSE 
BRATS OF 
YOURS RIGHT 


PAYING BACK HEHHEH 
WHAT YOU нен. 
DID TO МЕ IWANT 
WOULD Give 
МЕ THE 
GREATEST 
PLEASURE! 


ЕТТЕ 
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Wine лете. ЕД 
СРЕ ЕЕ 


ERS you 
Ша Ка 
voU ба ца | el 


WEAKNESS: 
AND FOLLY! 
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CLAN 
UCHIHA! 


HE'SA 
NINJA 
GENIUS... 


НАБ EVER 
PENETRATED 
THE SECRET 
OF HAS. 
TECHNIQUES.. 
UNTIL 
NOW.. 


He's HE 
SOLE 
SURVIVING 
MEMBER 
OF THAT 
TRAGIC 
CLAN, EH... 


TRULY BELIEVE, 
АРТЕК АЦ. OF 
THE HARDSHIPS, 
IVE SURVIVED IN 
THIS WCRLO 
ARMED ONLY 
WITH THE 
SHARINGAN? 


ILL SHOW. 

YOU WHAT 
KINC OF 
SHINOBI | 
ONCE was. 


THSISNT 
SOMETHING 
TLEARNEG 
WITHTHE 
SHARINGAN. 
LET ME 
snow you 
MY OWN 
TRUE ART! 
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Thank you for your constant fan 


When Ми bore 
When Ми groaning in pain. 
When Іт sleepy. 

They always help to flip my heart's 
switch. 

| read them all. 

Thanks truly!! 


—Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“Mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was а one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja mangs in Japan. 
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THE STORY зо FAR 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit attacked 
the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village 
champion, defeated the fox by sealing Its soul Into the body 
of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up 
to become a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with 
his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. Tired of easy exercises, 
Naruto and his classmates make the mistake of asking their 
teacher, Kakashi, for а really hard assignment... and find 
themselves In the Land of Waves, protecting a bridge-bullder 
named Tazuna. But the Job turns truly dangerous when the 
notorious assassin Zabuza shows up.While Kakashi holds off 
Zabuza and Sakura protects Tazuna, Naruto and Sasuke face 
Zabuza's assistant Haku. In the battle, Sasuke sacrifices 
himself to save Naruto from Haku's deadly throwing needles. 
Now, watching his classmate fall, Naruto feels something 
terrible stir within him... 
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HE'S COMPLETELY 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI S FIRST MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


THE CHARACTER DESIGNS ТО 
THE LEFT ARE FROM A FAILED 
PROJECT OF MINE CALLED 
“WANDERING DETOUR" THAT | 
САМЕ UP WITH RIGHT AFTER | 
WON THE HOP-STEP STAR 
AWARD. 


THE STORY 15 ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN AN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL KID NAMED AKIRA AND 
HIS FRIENDS KATCHIN AND KAORU 
FIND A WALLET ON THE WAY 
HOME FROM SCHOOL, AND OF 
ALL OF THE TROUBLE THAT. 
ENSUES WHEN THE THREE OF 
THEM DECIDE TO KEEP THE 
MONEY THAT THEY АМО AND 
SPEND IT ON THEMSELVES, 
MAYBE IT WAS TOO HARD ТО 
FOLLOW, OR SIMPLY TOO 
DOWN-TO-EARTH FOR A BOYS! 
ADVENTURE MAGAZINE... BUT 
FOR WHATEVER REASON, IT WAS 
SUMMARILY REJECTED. 


IT WAS MY FIRST REJECTION 
EVER. вит | WAS SUCH AKIO BACK 
THEN, EVEN GETTING МУ FIRST 
REJECTION SEEMED LIKE A ВІВ 
DEAL, ANOTHER PROFESSIONAL 
MILESTONE ГО PASSED. FOR THE 
LONGEST TIME, ГО BEEN 
READING OTHER MANGA, 
CARTOONISTS TALES OF WOE 
ABOUT THE REJECTIONS THEYO 
GOTTEN, AND ID BEEN FEELING 
ALITTLE LEFT OUT. WITH АМ. 
DERING DETOUR," IWAS FINALLY 
IN THE CLUB! | EVEN BRAGGED 
ABOUT IT ALITTLE, LIKE І SAID, I 
WAS А KID THEN, NOW, ГМА TRUE 
PROFESSIONAL, AND | AGREE 
WITH MY FRIENDS: "REJECTION 
SUCKS!" (LAUGHTER) 


6“ 
рт 


or” 
APA 


Gi 


TM WILLING 
TODO] 
WHATEVER. 


ME WITHTHE 
MEAGER 


RE 人 on 
пит Low n 
% 


ОРТЕМ 
PEOPLE 
HAVEIT 
WRONG, 
ISKINONESS, ~ MISTAKENLY 
BELIEVING.. 
THEY 
SPARE 
THe roe 
WHOSE 
ОЕ 


THEIR 
HANGS. 


(ON LIVING... 
ALONE AND г 
UNLOVED. AN 


ЕМРТУ 


EXISTENCE.. 


Gy 
ЛЕТА 


BELONGED... 


Ge" 
RE 


Z МУ 
^_^ MOTHER... 


Джет. Зала ац 
WE CEASED INHERITED HAS BEEN THE SCENE 
ee Е RT: 
en Саше 
E тигине кси 
Ри EE A 
EE, Ans ISTED, OEMS LS 
ВОТ WERE USED TO CAUSE SKILLS THAT COME 
«ее ай аба анала 
Набата SLAUGHTER.. е WERNE дет 
зар EGE THE TERM ABOMINATIONS 
ree 
a v 
те 5 


sLooounes |— 
GIVE THEM 
Powers 

LIKE MINE. 


Т TEPER THE WARS 
үт Sune THE Wore Oven WE 
Wri знанае А 
THAT SKILL, WERE Наво, 

Inds ALSO балы ТӘ, 

Have CROWN SURE БУ HORNE 
им БАЗА ДЕ а 
КӨЗДЕН три 

рис SPEAK. ANS SUR 


BLOGGENE 


“came From N 
SUCHA CLAN.. 
ANO BEFORE | 
EVEN REALIZED 
WHAT 1746. 
ABOUT TODO. 


MY FATHER 
HAO DIED.. 


BY MY HAND. 


SUPERFLUOUS. 
UNWANTED. 
SHUNNED, 


A 


бг 
Желле 


FORGIVE МЕ 
MASTER 
ZABUZA... 

YOUR TOOL 
HAS FAILED 
YOu. 


Е = 


THIS К 
POSTURING 1 


де | 

cometerely | 

Enmesuen 1% 
INMY ў 


SPELL! 


8 
SPECIFICALLY 
DESIGNED 


FOR 
TRACKING. 


IT WORKED 

BECAUSE 

YOU SHUT 
| YOUREYES 


Y тне лет. | 


or 
ss ене 


ТІ 


s кав 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI S SECOND MANGA REJECT SPECIAL. 
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THE DESIGN TO THE LEFT 
15 FROM ANOTHER FLOP - 
A MANGA CALLED "ASIAN 
PUNK”, THAT WAS 
RESOUNDINGLY REJECTED 
AT EVERY TURN. TO BE 
FRANK, THE PREMISE 
WAS-NOT 
COINCIDENTALLY-KINDA 
LIKE "GHOSTBUSTERS," 


THE MAIN CHARACTER WAS 

KID WITH AN AXE TAKING 
ОМ АМ ЕМИ. FENG-SHUI 
MASTER WHO COULD 
SUMMON АМО CONTROL 
EVIL SPIRITS... AND THE 
MAIN CHARACTER WASN'T 
REALLY HUMAN HIMSELF, 
BUT HAD BEEN CREATED: 
BY SOME GREATER 
POWER. THERE WAS MORE, 
BUT WE DON'T NEED ТО 
GO INTO IT HERE. 


THE THING 15, WITH THAT 
STORY, MY PRIZE-WINNING 
SERIES KARAKUR, AND 
NARUTO, IT OCCURS ME 
ТО МЕ THAT MY HEROES 
ARE ALWAYS THESE YOUNG 
GUYS. | GUESS "М JUST А 


SUCKER FOR BOYS’ 
Gr 
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АМО ABOUT THE AND BECAME A 
ATTEMPT TO TURNCOAT AND 
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AND YOUR ACTIONS 
WERE REPORTED 


ITS WHY 
OUD 
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OF THIS! 


or” 
ARA 
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NO WAY YOU 
CAN BEAT МЕ. 


HEH-HEH! 
IWONDER 
HOWTHE 
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GOING! 


1 STILL 
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ASCORE 
TO SETTLE. 


HEY, WHY DON'T 
YOU DO SOMETHING?! | | ~ 
HE WORKED FOR YOU! | |. 
HE WAS PRACTICALLY 
YOUR SLAVE! 


HEWORKED 
FOR YOU 
FOR YEARS!!! 


1 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR 
NOTHING. 


STOP IT, 
КЛ 
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HOW YOU GET... 
WHEN YOUR 
POWERS 
ARE AS STRONG 
‘AS YOURS ARE? 


TOO MUCH, 
ТОО CRUEL... 
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JUST FOR 
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НЕ BROKE 
HIS HEART. 
OVER YOU. 
ANG YOUR 
FRIENDS. 
тнага, 


PEOPLE AFTER 
ALL WITH 
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TOOHUMAN, 
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HEYOURE IN 
SUCH A HURRY... 
ТО ВЕ REUNITED 
WITHYOUR 
LITTLE FRIEND... 
GO ALONE! 


ONCE WE'RE IN HELL, 
I CAN TAKE MY TIME, 
AND SHOW YOU OVER... 
AND OVER... 


THANKS 
EVERYTHING... | | 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI S THIRD MANGA REJECT SPECIAL! 


ONCE AGAIN, THE ROUGH 

SKETCH TO THE LEFT IS FROM 

ANOTHER REJECTED MANGA. 

7 IT WAS A BASEBALL MANGA, 

== TITLED SIMPLY "BASEBALL 
KING." | PLAYED BASEBALL 

= MYSELF, BACK IN MY STUDENT. 

DAYS, SO | (MAYBE FOOLISHLY) 

THOUGHT I WOULD TRY MY HAND 

АТА ВАЗЕВАЦ. STORY. 


DURING THIS PERIOD, I WAS IN A 
7 SITUATION WHERE, NO MATTER 
HOW MANY CONCEPTS FOR 
ADVENTURE MANGA | SKETCHED 
OUT, | DIDN'T GET ANY GREEN 
LIGHTS, SO | THOUGHT 1 SHOULD 
GOFORA SPORTS THEME. 


BUT WHEN | ACTUALLY TRIED ТО 
DRAW ONE, PERHAPS BECAUSE | 
WAS WRITING FROM PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCE, IT BECAME A 
MORE REALISTIC WORK THAN | 
HAD INTENDED. 


THE REASON IT FAILED was 
THAT IT WAS TOO SERIOUS FOR 
А SHONEN PUBLICATION. IT 
WASN'T ENTERTAINMENT. 


HOWEVER, "BASEBALL KING" 
ACTUALLY STILL HOLDS A 
SPECIAL PLACE ІМ MY HEART. І 
SOMETIMES FIND MYSELF 


THINKING, "THAT WAS SO ELINNY. 
“іш” 
Г қыса гам 


1.. WAS 
AERA 
1 THOUGHT. 
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THAT'S 
HOW 
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HE'S RIGHT. 


ISHE GING 
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LITTLE HINT... 

NO ROCK HAS 
PERFECT ANGLES, 
PERFECT CORNERS... 
AND EYE HOLES. 


KIND OF ABIG CLUE. 
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нар TIME TO 
GET TOGETHER 
WITH МЕ ONCE. 
1 CAN'T HELP 
WORRYING. 
ABOUT HIM. 


BUTIT KEEPS 
NARUTO ON 
HISTOES, HE'S 
DEVELOPING 
FAST. 
не ALWAYS 


your, 
TEAM'S 

SEEN ALOT 

OF ACTION 
LATELY. 


YOU know номи. 
IT IS, MASTER РИКА. 
UCHIHA SASUKE IS 
IN OUR CELL, TOO. 
HE AND NARUTO ARE 
LIKE A COUPLE OF 
DOGS, ALWAYS: 
CIRCLING EACH 
OTHER, SNAPPING 


АМО SNARLING.. 


THATS 
GOTTA 


иде 
MY FAULT. 
МАЕ 
FOOLING 
AROUND... 
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THAT EMPLOY 
SOUR OWN THEY жылт. 
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The Next 
LEVEL. 
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RECOMMENDED 
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KISHIMOTO MASASHI S 


POINTLESS LITTLE STORY 


THE EIGHT-FRAME MANGA ON THE 
LEFT BRINGS BACK FOND MEMORIES 
FOR ME OF KOISHI, THE FRIEND WHO 
DREW IT FOR ME BACK IN COLLEGE, 
| HAD BEEN DRAWING MANGA SINCE 
МУ HIGH-SCHOOL DAYS, BUT | DIDN'T 
HAVE A SINGLE FRIEND WHO SHARED 
МУ PASSION, ІМ COLLEGE, | HEARD OF 
A GROUP OF MANGA FANS AND ASPIRING 
ARTISTS WHO CALLED THEMSELVES 
THE MANKEN, ОК MANGA LAB. BUT 
THEY WEREN'T SO MUCH DRAWING MANGA 
AS THEY WERE FATTING EACH OTHER 
ON THE BACK FOR DRAWING PIN-UPS AND 
ILLUSTRATIONS WITHNO ATTEMPT AT 
STORYTELLING WHATSOEVER. | AVOIDED 
THOSE PHONIES LIKE THE PLAGUE АМО 
WENT MY OWN WAY, TRYING TO DRAW 
ACTUAL MANGA. 
THEN, ONE DAY, | MET A MAN WHO 
CLAIMED HE HAD DRAWN AUTHENTIC 
MANGA BACK IN HIGH SCHOOL. | HAD 
DOUBTS ABOUT WHETHER НЕ МА5 ОМ 
THE LEVEL, SO | CHALLENGED HIM. | WAS 
DETERMINED TO FIND OUT WHETHER HE 
WAS A REAL MANGA ARTIST OR ANOTHER 
PHONY, | DEMANDED THAT НЕ DRAW А TWO- 
PAGE STORY FOR ME ON THE SPOT, SO НЕ 
DREW THE MANGA ON THE LEFT AND GAVE 
ІТ TO ME. ІТ WAS MOMENT OF INTENSE JOY 
FOR ME TO HOLD SOMEONE ELSE'S MANGA 
IN MY HAND LIKE THAT, FOR THE VERY FIRST 
TIME, AND І TREASURE HIS MANGA TO THIS 


VERY DAY, 
б” 
Жолға 


DOUBT THAT. 
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1 love movies, so І go see them pretty 
often. And since | watch movies 
often, | decided to spend what little 
money | had to purchase a DVD player. 
Ho ho Ио... пом І can enjoy movies with 
incredibly high Image quality апа Dolby 
Digital sound! Or so | thought, except 
that the movies | wanted to watch 
hardly ever came out on DVD, so І 
BARR couldn't watch them anyway. 

Recently, however, the popularity of 
DVDs has finally risen, and more and more DVDs are 
coming out!! Yes! Except...now I'm so busy drawing manga 
that І don't have time to watch them, even though І want 
to! Wash! 

—Messshi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri ("Mechanism"). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 
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THE STORY зо рак 


Twelve years ago, а destructive nine-talled fox spirit attacked 
the ninja village of Konohagakure. The Hokage, or village 
champion, defeated the fox by sealing its soul into the body 
of a baby boy. Now that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up 
to become а ninja-In-training, learning the art of ninjutsu 
with his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. Naruto, Sasuke and 
Sakura have been nominated by their instructor Kakashi to 
take the Junior Ninja Selection Exams, which they must pass 
to advance to the next level of ninja training. The village Is 
crawling with student ninja from villages near and far, who 
are all determined to ace the exams. On their way to turn In 
the applications, they observe their fellow students" 
advanced skill and training, and Naruto and his class mates 
begin to suspect that they're in way over their heads... 
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exams. ISTHIS? 


CLUDING 
YOUR TEAM. 
ТЕ YOU SHARE 
ANY DATA YOU 
HAVE ON THIS 
PERSON WHO 
INTERESTS YOU, 
ILL BE HAPPY TO 
LOOK HIM UP 
AND LET YOU 


ILL доміт 
THESE ARE 
FAR FROM 
COMPLETE, 
BUT IVE 
BURNED A SE) 


в 


PARTICULAR 


GUY'S TALKING 
ABOUT. 
SUTIL PLAY 
‘ALONG. 


Gy 
Жақы 


HE'S A YEAR 
OLDER THAN YOU 
THREE. MISSIONS 


мант Gur. 


ANDHIS TANT SY 
PHYSICAL SKILLS HAVE 
GROWN EXPONENTIALLY 
THIS PAST YEAR, 
теме НЕ HAS NO OTHER 
TALENTS WORTH 
MENTIONING. 


SINCE nes 


КОСУЛЫ ESTA 
Кш бе сит. гада 
а ER 

ом нуу. DESERT 
гат 
леде, ала, 
ак 
КЕЛЕЛІ 
адалдан, 
И 


UNSCATHED, вінт 
CRANKED 
MISSION... 


матномт 


А 

SCRATCH. SHINOBI GET 
Б-БАМКЕО 

ASSIGNMENTS! 


Gi 
PA 


KONOHA, 


PONT KNOW 


а wa 
se nee 
OTHER осе 

е и 

Пела КО и 

а т Да 
ЫЫ ЊЕ. Вела 
еще ча па 
саита 

a Fr 


он, WHAT 
YEAH. YOURE 
THEYRE TRYING TO 
ALL LIKE | TELL usis. 
LEEAND | | everyone 
A. || HERE. 


ELITE, 
HANDPICKED 
SHINOBI, 

THEBEST 
YOUNG NINJA 
IN THE 

WORLD. 


THEY 
HAVE 
това 
THE 
Test 
15 
PITILEss! 


бу" 
uca слы 


мука 
ARE THE BEST, 
BUTI STILL 
GAVE THEMA 
YEAR TO MATURE 
BEFORE LETTING 
THEM APPLY. 


THEIR eier И 


WHAT 
түкіре 
лем 
EXPERIENCE, 
THEY MORE 
THAN MAKE 
UP IN 
SURPRISES, 
эш. 


mea 
вант; 
NARUTO. 
NOTHING TO 
ABOUT. 


Gr” 
AA 


19052009 ыб. | 


ACCORDING TO 
THis DOSSIER, 
OUR Toms 


AN UNKNOWN 
INA BACKWATER 
COUNT 


THAT типт, 

тало soues Y 

了 ER _ 

LET'S GWE HIM A LITTLE 

НЕЕ 
а бана 
ПЕН 

REARS 


15 
LAcKine. 


ARE YOU 
BLATHERING 
ABOUT?! 


Gr 
RRA 


ищет 


бг = 


APPLICANTS 
From 
нома Зои“ 
mae /- 
YEAR / 
OS 


my мәле ЗФ 

15 MORINO Я 
вка, THE 

PROCIOR 


„ORDO 
You 
WANT 
TOBE 
DISQUALIFIED?, 


ON ANY маў YOU 
FLEASE WHEN 
H THE ЕХАМ'5 
А ABOUT TO 
‘START! 


жаң 


ANY OF YOU 
LITTLE PIGLETS 
WHO BREAK 


THAT RULE 


Gr” 
жота 


— 


ILL WRITE THEM 

ON THE BLACKBOARD 

ANDEMPLAIN THEM ALL, 

UT РАКОТ TAKING 
QUESTIONS, 50 LISTEN 
CAREFULLY. 

I WILL Say THis, 

ONLY ONCE. 


THERE 
ARE A 
Few bie 
RULES THAT 
PERTAIN 
TO TAS. 
PRET TEST. 


ТІ 


РЕ 


THE TEST 
HASTEN 
QUESTIONS, 
EACH WORTH 
ONE POINT. 


FOREACH 
QUESTION 
YOU GET 


TOTAL POINTS GET 


You STARTS 
our. 
HERE 
WITH 

TEN POINTS. 


АФ тем 

тиде QUESTIONS пара, б 

WCORRECTLY PERFECT SCO! RETAIN 

MEN POINTS TOTAL POINTS "Pons 

» REMAIN AT 10 63 
Sere EHE 

WRONG ANSWER. 3 ANSWERS WRONG 

“ANG YOUR тола, TOTAL POINTS 


TO SEVEN. ARE REDUCED ТО 7 POINTS 


RULE 
PASSING OR NUMBER 2 
FAILING WILL THS 

BE DETERMINED WRITTEN 
BY THE SUM TESTIS 
OF THE POINTS Е 
HELO By ALL АТЕАМ 
THREE MEMBERS. EVENT, 


QUESTIONS 
WRONG, 
HL ENO UP 
WITHRO 
POINTS 
АТ ALLL, 


б“ 
аса гом 


THE WHOLE 
CONCEPT 
POINTS ano THE 
DEDUCTIONS 15 HARD 
ENOUGH TO FOLLOW. 
“TEAM TOTAL” 
YOURE TALKING 


DEDUCTIONS 
ASFOSSIELE 
FROM ITS 
JOINT. 
THIRTY-POINT 
TOTAL, 


ро, 


PERT, 


Sur 


YOUNOT 


ABOUT "МО, 
QUESTIONS" | 
WE HAVE 


REASONS. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
ANYTHING, 
THAT LEADS 
THe PROCTORS 
ODE ERMINE 
THAT HE OR 
SHE HAS 
CHEATED... 


але 
NUMBER з: 
Nr, CURING. 
THE COURSE 
OFTHE 
EXAM, A 
CANDIDATE 
Does 
ANYTHING. 
OUT OF THE 


РЕЧЕ 


w= THEN YOU 
RT 


BETTER STA 
ACTING LIKE TOU 
А ARE! 


Gi 


KISHIMOTO MASASHI'S "І ONLY SHOW YOU THESE THINGS SO YOU'LL 
UNDERSTAND HOW MUCH І LOVE MANGA" REJECTS CORNER... 


THE MANGA PAGE ABOVE 15 A REJECTED PAGE FROM NARUTO. THIS PAGE 
HAD BEEN THUMBNAILEO, BROKEN DOWN IN PENCIL, ANO THEN FINISHED 
IN INK. BUT | STILL REOREW'T, BECAUSE | JUST DION T FEEL IT WAS UP TO 
СМЕ THE LADUT WAS TOD STATIC, AND THE PANELS WERE TOO SMALL. 
FOR THE KIND OF DYNAMIC, IMPORTANT ACTION THIS SEQUENCE CALLED 
FOR, TRING TO MAINTAIN AWEEKLY PUBLISHING SCHEDULE LEAVES ME 
VERY LITTLE TIME FOR THE LUXURY OF FUSSING OVER ART, SO IT'S PRETTY 
RARE TO RECO ANYTHING ONCE IT'S DOWN ON PAPER... BUT IF SOMETHING 

FEELS SO WRONG THAT I KNOW IT NEEDS FIXING, THEN | COMMIT ТО THE 
CHANGE, NO MATTER HOW SET IN STONE 1 THINK MY STORY OUTLINE ANO 

THUMBNAIL DRAWINGS ARE, AND NO MATTER HOW FAR ALONG IVE GOTTEN 
INTHE FINISHED ART. IF SOMETHING REALLY FEELS WRONG, IVE GOT TO 
RESPECT MY OWN CREATIVE GUT INSTINCTS. YOU KNOW... SEEING IT IN. 

WRITING... THINK | MAY HAVE JUST FIGURED OUT WHY | SOMETIMES HAVE 
TROUBLE MEETING CEADLINES! 


-OLORED 


eee 


THE снами JOURNETAAN NINJA SELECTION EXAM 
RULES FOR PART ONE 


(D GACH APPLICANT BEGINS WITH A PERFECT 
SCORE OF TEN POINTS, THERE ARE TEN 
SUESTIONS WORTH ONE POINT APIECE. 
APOINT 1S SUBTRACTED FOREVER 
INCORRECT ANSWER. THE GRADING SYSTEM 
ISERTIRED) BASED ON A PRINCIPLE 


(2) THE EXAM I5 A TEAM EVENT. 
WHAT MATTERS IS HOW CLOSE EACH THREE- 
NINJA CELL CAN COME ТО RETAINING ITS. 
INITIAL THIRTY PONTS. 


<=> ANYONE CAUGHT ATTEMPTING TO CHEAT OR 
AIDING ANC ABETTING A CHEATER WILL LOSE 


(4) ANYONE WHO HAS NO POINTS LEFT АТ THE 
TESTS ENO WHETHER OUE ТО BEING 
CAUGHT CHEATING OR TO AN INABILITY TO 
ANSWER ANY OF THE QUESTIONS CORRECTLY- 
WILL AUTOMATICALLY FAIL; IF А SINGLE 
INDIVIOLAL FAILS, THE REMAINING TWO 
MEMBERS OF THAT PERSON'S CELL WILL BE 


ША: THE 
E WHISPER 
а DEMONS...? 


Gi 
AA 


бг 
aa 


€] 
woñoer 
HOW 
NARUTO'S. 


OF COURSE, 
NEITHER THES 
CAN MOST OF ed 


THE PEOPLE NARUTO 
Wee coure solve 


IT'S AKILLER... SOME TING 


AT THAT TIME, PLEASE 
ANSWER THE PROCTOR'S 
QUESTION To THE BEST 
OF YOUR ABILITY. 


WHAT DO | DO? 


WHAT DO | 00? 
WHATDO1D0? WHAT DOI DO? 
WHATDO IDO? WHAT DO 1002 
WHATDO DO? 


WHAT DOIDO? 
WHATDO100? 
WHATOO IDO? 


ЕЛЕ 


Gr. 


тне! 


YOU'RE HISTORY 
IE YOUDON Т 
FIGUREIT OUT! 


Gr 
A 


QUESTION 
NUMBER $... 


Qi 
ер 


бу" 
ғ” 


М 42: 


To Fach Hie Own 


UNLESS 


WBS GONG THAT'S IT! 
TOTRYTD 一 we 
mimic TWO И 


BIG BRAIN 
HAVE 
EARNED MY 

RESPECT. 


|| 
(Шри 


NI 
ПР. 


“манынан 


келий 
en 


PRETTY THAT THERE'S 
ТУ BEEN ONE 
50! EXTRA 


м 43. 
The fenth Очез Поп 


ка ва 


замменте, 
SO YOU 


HAVE NO 
МАУС 
KNOWING. 


TION CORPS 
UNIT LEADER, | 


ACCEPT 
НЕ. 
QUESTION?! 


FONTS 
IMMEDIATELY. 


you wie 


you 
CANT ве 
SERIOUS. 
THAT'S 
RIDICULOUS! 


gust your, 
ROTTEN LUCK. 
TWASNT 
MAKING THE 
RULES IN, 
PAST YEARS. 


r ANYONE 
WHO HAS 
come: Due 
BACKAND WOULD Be 
REAPPLY SMART 
NEXT YEAR, тоаёлест. 
AND THE THE TENTH 
YEAR AFTER QUESTION 
THAT. 


RIGHT now. 


TALK 
ABOUT A 
NO-WIN 
SITUATION! 


IFanyone 


QUESTION! 


тот! 
ТА 


NUMBER 130! 
NUMBER IN! 


WHY DONT 
YOU RAISE 
YOUR HAND? 


м МШ. || 


| NEVER 
| А, 


«Е STILL 
БЕСОМЕ 
LORD HOKAGE, 
EVEN IF I CAN 
ONLY MAKE 
IT BY PURE 
STUBBORNNESS, 
| DON'T CARE! 


even 
IFIRISK 
ENDING UP 


CUSSEDNESS LENA 
SR Er 


MY SHINOE! 


КИ. SET! misısa 
DECISIÓN 
THAT COULD 


YOUR LIFE, 


WHILE 
YOU STILL 
HAVE THE 


EXPECTED, 
BUT... 


> 


ENTS WE TEST ЕО 


энем 

оо Е mar 
THAT TIE 
HAPPEN? 


WHAT 

ABOUT ТЕ 
THE TENTH 

QUESTION?! 


Se 


> 


wawa 


SEVENTY- 
Бент OF 
YOu WHO 
Аве STILL 
HERE... 


„BEYOND 
THE WHOLE 
“ACCEPT 
OR 
REJECT” 
THING. 


THOSE 
QUESTIONS 
HADA 
purpose, 


HEY! THEN 
WHY DIO WE 


THROUGH THE 
OTHER NINE 
QUESTIONS?! 


15 
№ 
TENTH 
QUESTION... 


HE 
seems 
LKEA 
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 


wit 
THAT RULE, 
| PRESSURED 
YOU WITH THE 
FEAR THAT 
ANYTHING 
YOU DID 


ОБРА 

ranar THERULES 
OFA 

THREE-MAN 


YOUKNOW, 
I KINDA 
FIGURED 
THAT WASIT. 


HAD 


ONLY ONE 
МАУ OF 
RETAINING 
YOUR 
POINTS— 

By 


CHEATING. 


HOWEVER... 


зо THE QUESTIONS 
most ARE BEYOND THE 
OF LEVEL THAT JUNIOR 
уби. NINJA COULO ВЕ 


IN OTHER 


or course, 


каво. WHO CHEAT- 
EDINA 


—_ 


аа 


you PAY IN 
WAYS THAT CAN 


ВЕ TAKEN FROM 
YOU LITTLE ву 
LITTLE, TIME ANO 
TIME AGAIN, 
WHEN MANY 
LIVES HANS IN 
THE BALANCE. 


eur THATS 
WHAT не SETS 
FOR Bene 
оима емоцен 
10 SET 
captures, 
IT'LL NEVES 
HAPPEN ТО Мег 


соо. 
гост 
5 
Hanos 
ACE 
even 
worse! 


we IF YOU 
CANT 
KEEP YOUR 
PRESCENCE 
SECRET 
FROM THE 
ENEMY, 


YOU OBTAIN 
CANT ВЕ. 
TRUSTED... 


THAT IS WHY 
we 


MANEUVEREO 
YOU INTO 
USING your 
ESPIONAGE 


SKILLS TO 
CHEAT, 


IT was THE 
QUICKEST Way 
ОЕ WEEDING. 
OUT THE 
STUDENTS 
WHOSE SKILLS 
AREN'T YET ЦР. 
TO SNUFF. 


ғол А 
бибрест 
жойесе Ор л, 

OPERATION, 


обме your 
ENEMIES" 
Wosk Foe 
THOSE YOU 
ESTAN 
DANGER. 


DEAL WITH 


THE 


TENTH 


АН! 
ON THE THE 
Exam. TENTH 
QUESTION... 


THE 
TENTH ги 
QUESTION... Сет 


THOSE wHo THAT 
CHOSE ТО REJECT Were 


„LOST 


ITwas ANY WERE FAILED, 
ANASTY, СНАЧСЕ | | дно THER FRIENDS 
UNFAIR, GEEVER | | моме wiTh THEM. 
NOWIN EVEN THOSE WHO CHOSE 
SET ОЕ. TRYING TO ACCEPT AND 
OPTIONS. AGAIN, COULDNT 


ANSWER THE 
‘QUESTION... 


weme W eure 
ае Y доме, 


к Y Reiche 
іле Торқа 
— АРЫ 
М с | орди 
АМО SET ee 
о now. WITH TRAPS. 
сено 
«5 
Вака 
= 
пот 


ЕТЕ RATHER 
r, THAN PLACE 
АМУ CHENIN RON 
Баран LIFE-OR THE 
AOL LIVES OF YOUR 
Benson COMPANIONS- 
ESE IN JEOPARDY? 


JOBS? 


А 
NINJA MUST 


“HELPING DEMONSTRATE) | THERE 
одане | ORTA | py 
N THAT you 

CANNOT 

DECLINE. 


THIS IS 
THE TALENT 
THAT WE MOST 
VALUE IN THE 


IN MY ARE 
OPINION, WEAKLINGS 
THEY DON'T WHO MAKE 
BELONG IN ONLY WEAK 
THE RANKS: AND EASY 
ОЕДНЕ, DECISIONS. 


PRAY 
YOU FIGHT 


THE GOOD 
FIGHT! 


CONCLUDED. 
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CA A 
Я 4 
= 
Іі 
X N 2-2 2 
[| ~~~ ( 
yo 
= у 
— | NONE 
== | OF 
ES YOu 
ARE 
— IN 
S ANY 
Ч POSITION 


CELEBRATE. 


ТНЕ 
SECOND 


CHIEF 
EXAMINATION 
OFFICER... 


H 


N 


овисиѕу 


ти. сит 

THE 
‘NUMBER 
BY HALE 
BEFORE 

THE NEXT 


UZUMAKI 
NARUTO... 
IS A VERY 
INTRUISING 
YOUNG MAN, 


т, 
о 


THE вів, 


ISH 
TONGUE? 


CONSENT FORA 


„THERE'S 
SOMETHING 


IHAVE 
TOHAND 
OUT. 


ANC A RIVER.. 
AND IN THE 
CENTERIS 


KILOMETERS 
FROM 


THOSE 
GATES. 


u 


Locken 
ENTRANCES: 
== TRAINING 


Е UNS 
NO 


5 р 
Г 


лв 
воноваво 
BY A CIRCULAR 
PERIMETER, 
INTERRUPTED 
AT REGULAR 
INTERVALS BY 
FORTY-FOUR 
LOCKED 
Gates. 


e VOR 
е EN 


J 
Ж x 
као 
š ë 


YOULL ВЕ 
SURROUNDED 
BY ENEMIES: 


WHO DIE IN 
АТТЕМЕТЬ TO 


овлоцех 

THE Teams 
THAT FAIL 
TO REACH 

THE TOWER 
pu 


as 
ATHREE- 
MEMBER CELL, 
RING, 
вОоТНАНЕЛУЕМ 
AND АМ EARTH 
‘SCROLL 
ARE OUT. 


NOW LET'S 

TALK ABOUT 

THE RULES. 
AND WHAT 


Youre 
FORBIDDEN 
TOLOOK 
AT THE 
CONTENTS 
OF THE 
SCROLLS 
UNTIL YOURE 
INSIDE THE 


WILL ВЕЗІМАТ 
THE same 
Time. 


STAY 
ALIVE! 


ОЕ SCROLL 
EACH TEAM 
СЕТО“ 


ARIGHT 
TO THE 
DEATH? 
WHAT A 

NUISANCE. 
BUT IF 
IT'S THE 

ONLY wa 


„ GATE 97 
(7 SHIKAMARU , 
erst: No, 


seumeLe 


o HEH 
ORDERS wee 
IN THE FINALLY 

дно за 


Å KIBA; HINATA, 
E 


ANYONE 
COMES 
NEAR US, 
reL KILL 


-вит FWE WE 

одем GOT TO 
THEFOREST LOOK 

WITHTHAT OUT FOR 
CREEPY ENEMY 
TEAMS.. 


елтее 
у SAARA, 
KANKURO, TEMARI 


ente за, 
KAGUTO'S Team 


вАТЕ u 
TENTEN С 


72 


= 


SN 


JUMP COMICS Y 


Lately, all over the world, there has 
been an upswing in terrorist acts— 

attacks by armed groups and the tak- 
Ing ОҒ hostages—by the worst kind of 
criminals. In an effort to resolve these 
situations with ае little bloodshed апа 


fanfare аз possible, nations all over 
the globe are increasingly tuming 
toward special operations forces, 
armed with the latest technologies and 
finely honed skills, giving them superla- 
tive intelligence-gathering capabilities. Such operatives are 
truly the modern analog 50 the type of warriors who, In the 
past, were krown as има! 
Masashi Kishimoto, 2000 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“Mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was а one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 


JUMP COMICS > 


¢ 
е 


THE STORY SO FAR... 


Twelve years ago, a destructive nine-tailed fox spirit 


attacked the ninja village of Konohagakure.The 
Hokage, or village champion, defeated the fox by 
sealing its soul into the body of a baby boy. Now 
that boy, Uzumaki Naruto, has grown up to become 
a ninja-in-training, learning the art of ninjutsu with 
his classmates Sakura and Sasuke. Astonishingly, 
Naruto and his team passed the written section of 
the Chúnin (Journeyman Ninja) Selection Exam, but 
they face new dangers in the exam's second portion, 
which is conducted in the Forest of Death! The 
object of the exercise із to reach the tower іп the 
center of the forest with two scrolls in hand, and all 
three team members alive, before five days elapse. 
Each of the 26 teams is given only one scroll, and 
must steal the second scroll from another team 
using any means necessary! 


NUMBER 46 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 4 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
NUMBER 
PREVIEWS 


CONTENTS 


THE PASSWORD 15 
PREDATOR! 

THE TARGET Н.Н 
COWARD...1! 

тує бот тои 
BEAUTY 15 THE ВЕАУТИ 
THE PRINCIPLES OF WSE! 
SAKURA'S DECISION! 
SAKURA AND INDO 


е С 


зацем 


SPLAT SPLAT PLAT PLOP PLOP PLOP PLOP PLOP Gyr 


Жел 


TLE YOU, 
YOURE IN ТИЕ. 


or” т 


ма CANT 
Trust 
EACH 
OTHER 
nor 


т 
содр 
END UP 
THe way 

THIS OID! 


Sean 


lewe Ger 
SEPARATED 


THAT WAY, 
WELL KNOW. 
NO MATTER 
WHO THEY 
LOOK LKE 
‘OR HOW 
THEY SOUND, 


THE 
SAFEST 
THING IS 


кво! 


INTHE CHAOS OF 
THE ENEMY TIDE. 
QUIET SHINOBI 
CONT NEED 
DENS ТО НОЕ. 
OUR ONLY 
CONCERN IS TO 
WATCH AND WAIT 
UNTIL THE 
ENEMY LOWERS 
THE GATE.” 


GUYS ALL 
RIGHT? 


"we THRIVE IN 
THE CHAOS OF 
THE ENEMY TIDE. 
QUET SHINOBI DONT 
NEED DENS ТОНСЕ. 
OUR ONLY CONCERN 
1S TO WATCH AND 
WAIT UNTIL THE 
ENEMY LOWERS. 
THE GATE” 


жаран 


ENOUGH 
TOOEFLECT 


Ки 
ATTACK! 


MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI S ASSISTANTS - FART ONE 
"ASSISTANT NO. І: TAKAHASHI KAZUHIRO 


ото 
NS 


са 


A NATIVE OF KYUSHU WITH А TASTE FOR GOOD SAKE АМО RED BEAN BUNS, 
HE COMES FROM THE BEAUTIFUL CITY OF BEPPU, ALSO KNOWN AS HELL 
(BECAUSE OF THE SULFUROUS FUMES THAT BILLOW FROM ITS FAMOUS 
HOT SPRINGS). 

* LOVES TO EAT AND ALWAYS HAS HIS NOSE IN THE OFFICE REFRIGERATOR. 


* LOTS OF TREASURES ARE SLEEPING INHIS CLOSET AT 


` HAS A TASTE FOR LEATHER AND WILD MOTORBIKE RIDES. 


* HE'S A SUB-ZERO SUPER-COOL BAD BOY WHO LIKES TO PLAY DUMB. 
HE WORKS AS MY BETA — THE ARTIST WHO SPOTS THE SOLID BLACKS IN 
HAIR AND CLOTHING, LAYS DOWN THE HALF-TONES, AND COMPLETES THE 
BACKGROUND ART — AND LIVES LIKE A CHIEF. 


Youve 
ALREADY 
GOTA 


HEAVEN, 
SCROLL! 


WE'LL 
FIGHT 


HUFF PUFF PUFF 


zzz< 


Ете 


Ge" 
aa 


ЗА 


SES 


Gy" 
рр 


ат 


HAT 
¿rue 


PASSWORD! 


Gy" 
жарға 


АМО 
YOU'RE 
THE 
IDIOT, 
IDIOT! 


ae 


THE 
FAMILIAR 
SPIRIT! 


воме 
AFTER 
THE 
IMPOSTERS! 


ASK 
THAT HE 
DEPLOY TWO 
ABOITIONAL 
BLACK OPS 
TO THE 
FOREST 
ÓF DEATH 
Ат ONCE! 


NODOUBT 
ABOUT IT.. 
| RECOGNIZE 
WHOSE TECHNIQUE 
WAS USED 
HERE! 


неннен.. 


жалы BEIDEN 


RIGHT?! 


AA 


EEES 


m 
oROCHMARU, 
THE GIANT 
SNAKE. < 


IFYOUD 
EVER LIKE A 
REMATCH, 


ы ісім 


к 
N 
N 
N 


НАТ 
LEARNED: 
FROM 

you. 


ESCAPE.. 
“STRIKING 


SNAKE” 
TECHNIQUE! 


one 
MIGHT 
ALMOST 


му TARGETS 
ARE ANY 
NINJA 
OF THE ANO THE 
VILLAGE PROPER ISIT? 
WHO NUMBER OF | | ANAssas- 
DISPLAY SUBORDINATES- | “SINATION 
EXTRA- ТО АТТЕМЕТ | | ATTEMPT? 
ORDINARY ANYTHING ARE YOU 
ABILITIES. AFTER 


гово 
HOKAGE? 


PARTING 
‘GIFT. 


THERE'S А 


NINE OUT 
OF 10 CHANCE 
THAT YOURE you 
RIGHT, MONSTER! 
OF COURSE... 


вит 
НЕ may 
gust 
SURVIVE. 
As YOU e 
ае, + 


аме 
„ARE YOU THE 
STILL ANGRY THOUGHT 
THAT | USED OF HIM 
ewes 
YOU... 


THis 
CHILD SEEMS 
QUITE 
EXCEPTIONAL. 
UNLIKE 


IT WILL, 
SPELL 
THE END 
OF KONOHA 
VILLAGE! 


J somenano 
SHOULD 
HAPPEN 

TOROBME 


1ЕОРЕЗЕЕ 
INTERESTING 


THREE 
(2223 
PROTÉGÉS 
HAVE 
TAKEN THE 
PLACES 
ОР THREE 
OF YOUR 
OWN. 


= 


Ë 
Пи 


амо, 
див 


TARGET 
15 


шенна 
SASUKE! 


ALC THE 
STRINGS.. 


WHAT 
co vou 
WANT?! 


Ful | | МІ 
|| (је | 4 
[| La Jl А, 
| ; 47 
Я 


aes 


waea У 
Doou NE 
COME 


= < 


Gr 
A 


ILLUSION, 
RIGHT?! 


ar. 


OFTHE 
STRENGTH 
NAIS 


„eusnne 


ANYTHING EVEN 
‘CLOSE TO 00% 


MUSCLES... / 


J ITS AN ART THAT 
OFANS PE PONER. 
ESY FROM TAE 

REELS GELS 


элё! YOU 
ALC UPON 

SACRIFICING 
APART OF 


тне Secger 
Ок THis. 
TECHNIQUE 
IEN 
Ovezeione 
THAT 
INTERNAL, 
CRANIAL 
Safety 
FEATURE, 
SWING THE 
WIELOER 
Access 
то ALL OF 
ns Own 
cHAKeA, 


# 


\ 


UTILIZE 

A MERE 20% 

OF THEIR OWN 
MUSCULAR 
ENERGY. 


„тне MUSCLES: 
THEMSELVES. 
WOULD ціва 
SPEAK DOWN. 
a. SO THE 
SEAN Sers 
AANT ON 
HOW Much 
ое oue OWN 
6) Muscle Power 
WE AEE 
WILLING ANO 
деге TO use, 


4 


„ARE 
SEVERELY 
LIMITED. 


Listen 
CLOSELY, 
АМО. 
INSTRUCT 
Your 
MUSCLES... 


WHICH YOU 
MAY EMPLOY 
THIS 


MASTEO au. 
THE тіле 


УМ 
DEFENDING 
THE LIFE OF 

SOMEONE 

WHO MEANS 

THE WORLD 
To me! 


۳ 


а 


| 
№ 
| 


TECHNIQUE. 


аса 


MEET KISHIMOTO MASASHI 5 ASSISTANTS 
PART FOUR | 
ASSISTANT МО, 4: KAWAHARA TAKEMI 


PROFILE 


ТА TOTAL PERVERT 
"BLABBERMOUTH 
` A NATIVE OF KANSAI WITH А GREAT SENSE 
OF HUMOR, (HIS OLDER BROTHER IS ALSO 
QUITE A JOKER. IVE FALLEN FOR HIS PRANKS 
ATLEAST TWICE.) 
“LOVES AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN-TYPE MUSIC. ; ша 


ТА TOYS"R"US KID AND A STAR CHILO. 
"AREAL RAY OF SUNSHINE, НЕ BRIGHTENS 
UF THE MODO IN THE OFFICE, 


IN TERMS OF JOBS, HE'S AN ALL-AROUND 
ж Ансы к аўра AIS ہو‎ а аа 


EVEN IF 
YOu 


MOREOVER, 
IE THE SOUND 
15 POWERFUL 


ENOUGH TO ‚Semi 
ueser THE LIQUID сведе 
ITN THE, Е 
SEMICIRCULAR 
аа бе THe 
ES 
== „RLPTURES 


WHEN 
IT BECOMES. ExPOSED 
iMPOSSIBLE TO SOUNO 
FOR YOU TO LEVELS IN 
MAINTAIN YOUR, EXCESS OF 
BALANCE. ISO PHONS. 


BEFORE 
Your 
EQUILIBRIUM 
RETURNS. 


IT'SRARE 
FORA FOE 
TO FORCE 

ME ТО REVEAL 

THE NATURE 


APPLICATION 
CFERUTE 
FORCE. 


вит even 
IF YOU NEVER 
EMPLOY IT, 
Im VERY 
PROUDOF 
YOUFOR 
MASTERING 
THIS 
TECHNIQUE! 


canwieco ~ 
SOUND waves. 
AS A WEAPON 
WITH ENOUGH 
FORCE TO CRUSH 
ENTIRE 
BOULDERS! 


AND 
WITHA MERE 
THOUGHT | CAN 
USE SOUND WAVES 
TO FORCE AR INTO 
THE EARTH BENEATH 
МЕ, TRANSFORMING 
ROCK-HARD SOIL 
INTO THE SOFTEST 
KINO OF CUSHION. 


THEONLY 
Time 
YOU may 
USE THIS 
TECHNIQUE. 


RUNNING 
AWAY 
вбимов 
LIKE A 
Goce 


GETTING 
CREAMED! 


YOURE A 
DISGRACE TO 
ALL SHINOBI. 
FUSSING 
WITH YOUR 
LOOKS WHEN 
YOU SHOULD 
CONCENTRATE 
ON YOUR 
TRAINING! 


wear 
NINJA 
TECHNIQUE 
15 THAT 
THE ART. 
OFGEEP 
CONDITION- 


You FINISH 
OFF SASUKE 
OR ONE OF 


RICHT IN 
FRONT OF 
THIS LOVESICK 
LITTLE Pie? 


NEVER 
HELPING! 
Одом, 


ТЕ 
= 
ЕЙ тој 


5A: 
SAKURA ANO INO 
üz 


тномант 
OF MYSELF 
АЗ А 
(face 
PLEOSED 
МАЈА. 


ТНЕ. 
BACKGROUND. 


Lee Says 
НЕ Likes: 
ме, 

тоо. 


BETWEEN 
NE АМО 
одмевв, 


бг. 
је 


MY NAME IS 


1 
_soor исо W cat 
22005 Have HELP 
COURSE ден NOTICING. 
FASE, FOREHEAD, 


TELL YOU 


ILL MAKE 
IT WORTH 

YOUR WHILE. 
БО DONT 

STAND ME UP. 


Gi 
„евро 


HEY wO! 
WHO'S 
your 


FRIEND? 


/ HE 
JusT 
STRUTS 
AROUND, 
ACTING 
Uke He's 
so 
COOL. | 


Г неу.амо! 
ЗАКОНА", 
воттемтове 
AREAL RAY OF 
SUNSHINE 
LATELY, 
HASNT 
‘SHE? 


WELL, 
сии 
SASUKE'S ONLY 
THE BIGGEST 
HEARTTHROB 
IN THE 
VILLAGE! 


Guess 
THAT 
MAKES us. 
RIVALS... 


SASUKE 
ANDI ARE 
‘ON THE 
SAME 
Team! 


YOULL 
NEVER 
Bear 
ME 


ча DONT CARE 
WHAT IT TAKES. 
YOU'RE NOT 
‘GOING TO 
snow me ЧЕН 


you 


LITTLE 
WITCH!! 


нммон/ 
THE FREAK 

PARADE JUST 
GOES ON 
AND ОМ... 


ISHONEN JUN EMAN GA 


Masashi Kishimoto umay 


This volume of Naruto Is apparently the 
first to be created entirely digitally. 
My guess Is that, їп the future, manga 
production will continue to move 
further and further into this kind of 
2 production and away from the more 
traditional methods. 
Both the backgrounds and the charac- 
ra m бег themselves are created in soft- 

a ware as polygons, and once the Initial 
м and programming is done, any imaginable composition 
is possible. For action sequences, we use motion capture 
to create and manipulate the coolest poses we can come 
up with. It's all dore on the computer, without using апу 
paper or Ink. Our methods will probably continue to change 
as the technology evolves... but there's one thing that: 
won't ever change: the need to invent good stories! 

— Masashi Kishimoto, 2001 


Author/artist Masashi Kishimoto was born in 1974 in rural 
Okayama Prefecture, Japan. After spending time in art college, 
he won the Hop Step Award for new manga artists with his 
manga Karakuri (“Mechanism”). Kishimoto decided to base his 
next story on traditional Japanese culture. His first version of 
Naruto, drawn in 1997, was a one-shot story about fox spirits; 
his final version, which debuted in Weekly Shonen Jump in 
1999, quickly became the most popular ninja manga in Japan. 


4855 :NO HOLDS BARRED!! 


MORE OF THESE 
‘ANNOYING 
LITTLE BUGS 


FROM KONOHA 
VILLAGE HAVE 
CREPT IN. 


Е = 


Z) sasuke?! 


МОРЕ! 
NO WAY, 
SORRY, BUDDY, 
BUT THAT'S 
THE way ITIS! 


AWAY WHENINOS 
READY ТО RISK 


NOT EVEN IF 
WE DIE! 


ARE 
you eurs 
THINKING?! 


ee 


HEH HEH... 
WELL LET 

YOU OFF, 
THE HOOK 


ALL FOR ONE 
AND ONE 
FORALL. 


DID 
THAT 
Guy Just 


IFYOUCAN 
FIND A 
HIDING PLACE 
A ThaTsBlIG 


er 


P| 
/ 


ј |" Í 


gn 
NE 


НЕ CAN ВО THIS — 
ONLY BRÍEFLY Ата 
2 ME 


W GIVEN TIME. 


RE 
STRONG 


Е 
ENOUGH 
TÓWHUMP 


novices! 


ez 

И ТО: 

TRATE: 
HIN 


E PENES 
2 


«¡POINT 
OUT THE 
ONES WHO 
PUMMELED 
YOU INTO 
STATES 


Sad, 
Вр А 


TO YOUR 
OWN BODY! 


NOT 
ФАВИКЕ/ 


Da 


Луд 


